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TECH NOTE  
                                         

Lettering size to be readable at different distances 

For stationery reader and message 

If it costs you money to display your message then you want it to be readable to passersby. 

If they walk by or can easily stop and read your message then it is easy to specify how high the 
text in your message should be. 

The answer is that, given a good contrast between text and background – Black/White, yellow 
Black etc, and that the font used is not a thin line contracted font but a medium to heavy weight 
bold font then the rule is 

“If you halve the height of the lettering in millimeters, then that is the distance you can read the 
text in metres.” 

Eg 20mm high text can be read at 10metres 

For unusual text type or colour contrasts between text and background – you can do some tests 
and establish the distance at which you can read 10mm high text and then use that ratio to scale 
up or down the distance that differing height of that text can be read. 

Note : There is no rule that stops you using much larger text than is necessary for the distance  
from where the text will be read. 

 
Refer to article published in  
The Sydney Morning Herald 
Weekend Edition  
October 23-24 2010 
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For signage to be read from a moving vehicle 
Here the issue is more complex and the best reference we have seen was sent to us by 
Mr. Craig Mc Laren of Mc Laren Traffic Engineering 
mclarenc@ozemail.com.au  – see Appendix H 
That reference is attached and came from AUSTROADS, Guide to Traffic Engineering Practice, 
Part 8: Traffic Control Devices – COPYRIGHT 
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